Hello All – hope you have successfully planted your potato 

      18/04/2024.01
now for the next bit

FLOWER SHOW 2024 SCHOOL CUP - GROWING CHALLENGES

Update 1 – MARIGOLDS & SUNFLOWERS
You are about to get your next “Challenge pack” from the school consisting of a packet

marigold seeds with a pot and name label and also a packet of sunflower seeds.
If you have any problems please let the school know. Now let's get started.

HINT - Perhaps hold off sowing until the weather improves towards the end of April.

MARIGOLDS
Fill the pot with soil/compost, lightly firm down and water - spread the marigold seeds evenly over the surface – cover with 1cm soil/compost and water again lightly- place the pot in a sheltered sunny spot and keep moist if needed in dry spells. Let the seedlings grow to about 1cm high and then thin to 5 or 6 best and leave to grow – keep watered in dry spells but don't overwater! All should be well.
TALLEST SUNFLOWER
The children may need some of help with this one please. There is plenty of advice on websites about growing sunflowers and no doubt they will be consulted but below is a quick guide -

Sunflowers do best if sown directly into the spot where they are to grow – full or good partial sun with a bit of shelter if possible.
Dig over a small patch of ground to loosen the soil to a fine tilth, if possible dig  in a small handful of general fertiliser such as Growmore and sow the seeds 3cm deep, about 20cm apart and water well. Keep the soil moist and germination should take about 21 days. As the plants grow, keep lightly watered in dry spells or if leaves start to wilt. Hopefully nothing will eat them at this stage! In the early stages a toilet roll tube or cardboard collar may at least stop hungry mice!
Alternatively seeds can be brought on initially in small pots to about 150mm (6in) high and then planted out as above. You could also try planting one or two seeds in a really large pot and leaving them there.
As the plant grows it will require tying in to cane support (6 - 8ft) – best put in sooner than later to avoid the stem breaking and root damage – they can grow to around 3m(9ft). Keep moist but not over-watered and see what happens!

GOOD LUCK – more later!
